Balanced Early Literacy: Assessment: Writing:
The Writing Continuum Protocol

Based on work by Richard Gentry, Blackburn/Cramp Writing Scale,
Kindergarten-Grade 2 Task Force Developmental Writing Scale

Grade Levels: Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2

Writing Standard #1: Plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish writing

using correct grammar, sentence structure,
punctuation, spelling, and effective
vocabulary appropriate to the purpose,
context, and audience.

Purposes:

To improve instruction by giving teachers a clear sense of what students
need to know and be able to do to improve their writing.

To evaluate/demonstrate growth in use of the conventions of writing over
time to the student, teacher, and parent. The Writing Developmental
Continuum does not address focus/ideas, organization, word choice/style,
etc. ‘

To compare students writing with the writing of other students — within the
same grade level and across grade levels.

To assess students’ writing in a way that is embedded in the ongoing
instructional program and that can be used in conjunction with portfolio
assessment and Title | assessment.

A developmental continuum is most useful for looking at and honoring children’s
writing behaviors until children attain most of the conventions of writing. Once
these have been attained, it may be useful for teachers to use an analytic trait
writing rubric that addresses specific components of writing such as ideas/focus,
organization, and conventions.

Kindergarten

Materials for Kindergarten: Crayons, markers, pencils, unlined paper
Procedure for Kindergarten (one session):

1.

Getting ready: Students choose their own topic ("Think about something
you could write about. It could be something you have done or something
you might want to do. It could be about something you know about. It
could be a true story or a make-believe story.").

Solicit examples: Teacher asks several students to tell the whole class
what they plan to write/draw about.

Get everyone actively involved: Teacher asks every student to tell a
partner what she or he plans to write/draw.



4. Each student draws his or her picture on one page and then writes a story
or information about the picture on another page. Teacher asks students
to use letters and words to tell about their drawings. Students may "read
the room" (consult word walls, posters, and environmental print).

5. Children should independently write their first drafts. (This procedure may
be different from the usual procedure in which teachers help children
"sound out the words" and encourage children to help each other).
Today’s writing is for assessment purposes, so it is important to see what
the child knows and is able to do on his/her own.

6. Students may choose to edit in response to your question as follows:

a. Do you want to add anything to your writing? (What

happened next? Do you want to add more information?)
b. Have you put in all the sounds/letters/words you need?
c. Do you want to change any of your words?

7. Student "reads" or tells adult what he/she wrote. Adult writes the
message/story at the bottom of the page in conventional writing. Teacher
scores writing responses. When scoring for Title | purposes, it is
recommended that each response be scored by two teachers. After
scoring the writing samples using the Developmental Writing Continuum,
you may add these to students’ portfolio.

Management for Kindergarten:

The teacher may choose to follow the above procedures with the full group or
may choose to focus on groups of 5-6 over the course of a week. For teachers to
work with small groups of children, especially during the Fall assessment period,
it is important that the principal provide teachers with support personnel to help
supervise the class.

Scoring for Kindergarten:

Teachers may use the Writing Developmental Continuum to assess
representative samples of each student’s writing corresponding to report card
periods.



Balanced Early Literacy: Assessment: Writing:
The Writing Continuum

Student Name Date
Grade

Level

Level I/ EMERGING

1.1 Uncontrolled or unidentifiable
scribbling

Level Il / PICTORIAL (All descriptors must be evident)

21 Imitates writing
e &
2.2 Draws a somewhat M"J/
recognizable picture
2.3__  Tells about drawing
Level Ill / PRECOMMUNICATIVE (All descriptors must be evident.)
31 Writes letter-like forms, letters, :--‘:
and/or random letter strings to g ,: ol Ytp{! '“"’"p‘F
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3.2 __ Attempts to read message
3.3 Writes own name or occasional

known word



Level IV / SEMI-PHONETIC (All descriptors must be evident)

41 __ Writes one or more letters to
represent every word

42  Writes from left to right and top
to bottom (May reverse some
letters)

43 Correctly uses some letters to

match sounds

4.4 Spells some high frequency
words correctly

4.5 Writes at least one sentence
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Level V/ PHONETIC (5 descriptors must be evident)

51 Uses both upper and lower
case letters

5.2 Writes from left to right and top
to bottom (May reverse some
letters)

5.3 Uses logical phonetic spelling;
most sounds in words
represented

5.4 Includes some vowels (often
not correct ones)

5.5 Spells some high frequency
words correctly

5.6 Separates words with dots,
dashes, or spaces

5.7 Writes two or more sentences
on a related topic or theme
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Level VI/ TRANSITIONAL (5 descriptors must be evident)

‘

6.1 Correctly spells many high

frequency words used in
sentences %W
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6.2 Uses logical phonetic spelling W O:S efe.
including vowels in most e P'&}l@dwh[ﬁ {ﬁf&}s};
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appropriately

6.4 Correctly uses periods and
question marks

6.5 Uses appropriate subject/verb
agreement

6.6 __  Uses regular verb endings

6.7 Writes three or more
sentences on a related topic or
theme

Level VII/ CONVENTIONAL (5 descriptors must be evident)

71 Correctly spells most high T
frequency words used in -} - ¥
sentences
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72 Uses logical phonetic spelling

(including logical choices of
vowels) in most syllables

7.3 __  Accurately capitalizes first -
word in sentence, pronoun |, -
proper nouns Y < ¥
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7.6 Writes a paragraph on a ot »)
related topic or theme — = -

7.7 Uses varied sentence structure



Level VIII / CONVENTIONAL Il (5 descriptors must be evident)

8.1 Uses conventional spelling for
words taught (May use phonetic
spelling for advanced words)

8.2 Accurately uses periods, question
marks, exclamation marks,
quotation marks, and apostrophes
in contractions and possessives

8.3 Accurately uses commas in a
series, in dates, between city and
state, and in the salutation and
close of a letter

8.4 Uses appropriate past, present,
and future verb tenses

8.5 Uses correct syntax

8.6 Writes at least two indented
paragraphs on a related topic or
theme

8.7 Uses varied and complex
sentence structure



