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Foundations of Reading Test
Key Vocabulary/ Concepts

*This list contains a sampling of important words and concepts you should be noting as you prepare for the Foundations of Reading test.  There may be some vocabulary that is not included on this sheet.  You should use this sheet in conjunction with the Graphic Organizer of Concepts to promote your mastery of key concepts.
	Word/ Concept
	Definition
	Strategy
	Non-Example

	Alphabetic Principle
	Part of phonics – understanding that sounds have a corresponding letter
	
	

	Blends
	Consonants together that make a tight sound, though not a single sound , dr, br, fl, cr
	
	sh, ch

	Compound Words
	Words created by two sub words
	
	

	Concepts of Print
	Book readiness assessment
	
	

	Consonant Digraph
	Two contiguous consonant that make one sound – ch, sh, wh
	
	

	Vowel Digraph
	These contain two

contiguous vowels with

one sound. These

include the vowel

friends, the spellings of

/aw/ and other vowel

spellings.
	
	

	Decoding
	The process of figuring out text
	
	

	Diagnostic Portfolio
	
	
	

	Diphthong
	Syllables containing the

diphthongs /oi/ and /ow/
	
	

	Expressive Vocabularies
	
	
	

	Homographs
	
	
	

	Idioms
	
	
	

	Imaginative/Literary Texts
	
	
	

	Implicit Strategies
	
	
	

	Inferential Comprehension
	
	
	

	Inferring
	
	
	

	Informal Reading Inventory
	
	
	

	Informational/ Expository Texts
	
	
	

	Literal Comprehension
	
	
	

	Medial Phonemes
	The middle sound in a word; in cat the medial phoneme is /a/
	
	

	Metacognition
	
	
	

	Metacognitive Comprehension Strategies
	
	
	

	Morphemes
	The smallest written unit of a word
	
	

	Morphemic Structure
	
	
	

	Norm-referenced survey test
	
	
	

	Onsets
	The part of a word the precedes the vowel (sw in swim)
Commom activity for students who are working on phonemic awaress is to practice separating a word into onset and rime
	
	

	Phonemes
	Smallest unit of sound
	
	

	Phonemic Awareness
	Part of phonological awareness; the understanding that words are made up of individual sounds
	
	

	Phonics
	The connection between sounds and written letters
	
	

	Phonological Awareness
	The umbrella of understanding that words are made up of sounds; ability to distinguish sounds auditorily
	
	

	Predicting
	
	
	

	Reading Miscue Inventory
	
	
	

	Receptive Vocabularies
	
	
	

	Rimes
	The part of the word that includes the vowel and anything after (im in swim)
	Chunking
	

	Running Record Levels (Instructional Level v Independent Level v Frustration Level)
	
	
	

	Schema
	
	
	

	Self-Monitoring
	
	
	

	Semantic Cues
	
	
	

	Semantic Map
	
	
	

	Sight words
	Words that do not follow an phonics structure, so must be learned by memory; Examples, was, where, should, etc
	
	

	Strategies for Increasing Fluency
	
	
	

	Structural Analysis
	
	
	

	Structural Analysis Skills
	
	
	

	Syllables
	Syllabication exercises
	
	

	Synonyms
	
	
	

	Syntactic Cues
	
	
	

	Test Reliability
	
	
	

	Test Validity
	
	
	

	Track Print
	Concepts of Print skill – the ability to read right to left, return sweep, start with the first word. 
	
	

	Word Analysis
	
	
	

	Word Derivations
	
	
	


