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Week 3 Assessing Reading
Focus: Understanding how reading skills are assessed
Institute Elementary Text Chapter 2
Read the text
Answer the following questions:

· Complete the chart:

	Assessment Tool
	Grade Level
	What does it measure?

	Phonological Awareness Test
	K-1

2nd graders experiencing difficulty
	Specific level of phonological awareness

	Phonics Survey
	K-2 

Other grade levels if student is experiencing difficulty
	Ability to decode words

	Qualitative Spelling Inventory (QSI)
	All grades
	Measures spelling and phonics skills

	Word Lists
	All grades
	Word recognition abilities

	Comprehension Retell Assessment
	All grades
	Ability to read a story and retell everything that was read.

(This is not the same as a summary and implies that the student gives a lot of detail!)

	Reading Habits Checklist
	All grades
	Informal strengths and weaknesses noted by the teacher over time.

	Timed Reading Exercise (Fluency Passage)
	All grades
	Reading rate and allows for the an assessment of miscues made by the student


· What is a running record?
· A running record is a record of miscues or errors that readers make while reading a text. This can be either formal or informal, timed or untimed.
· Complete the Chart
	Reading Level
	Accuracy Rate

	Independent
	95% or higher

	Instructional
	90-95%

	Frustration
	Below 90%


Running Records

Running records are often used in reading assessments. They can provide valuable information about how a reader is progressing as well as point out areas for improvement. It is important to learn how to take a running record. The following video will walk you through the running record process. 

Part 1: http://youtu.be/votEntroeLQ
Part 2: http://youtu.be/s_E24XZ50u8
Part 3: http://youtu.be/TBD6o8x9bH0
Visit this page for a quick overview of symbols: 

http://www.readinga-z.com/guided/runrecord.html#scoring
Additional Reading Assessments
Read this article about more specific reading assessments. http://www.readingrockets.org/article/14510/
In Connecticut you will see DIBELS in some lower elementary grades and DRP is used in grades 3 and above.

More resources

Here are some additional resources to support your learning!
The Reading and Writing Project:

Here are some additional assessments free to use.

http://readingandwritingproject.com/resources/assessments/reading-assessments.html
The Art of Reading YouTube Videos

Here are additional videos about Running Records:

https://www.youtube.com/user/artfulreading/videos?view=0
Balanced Literacy Diet: Assessments
http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/balancedliteracydiet/Assessment.html
